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ABOUT ROCKETSHIP

Rocketship Futuro Academy is part of Rocketship Public Schools, a network of public elementary
charter schools serving students in under-resourced neighborhoods where access to excellent
schools is limited. We believe that truly transformative schools do more than educate students;
they empower teachers, engage parents, and inspire communities. Rocketship strives to meet the
unique needs of each and every student through a blend of traditional instruction, adaptive
technology, targeted tutoring, and enrichment opportunities. Together, we can eliminate the
achievement gap in our lifetime.

OUR STORY

In 1999, Father Mateo Sheedy, Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, created the Juan Diego Scholarship
for Santa Clara University. He was surprised to discover that, of the hundreds of children in his
parish, none of them met the basic academic requirements that would qualify them to attend their
hometown college, or any other top-tier university.

Father Mateo Sheedy reached out to his community and started creating a plan to improve
high-quality educational options in Washington Guadalupe, a neighborhood within greater San
Jose.

Unfortunately, Father Mateo Sheedy passed away too soon, but his movement lived on. In 2006,
his parishioners approached John Danner and Preston Smith—two educational entrepreneurs
who were developing a new model for schools in under-resourced neighborhoods. John Danner, a
former software engineer, was interested in the ways technology could help personalize
education. Preston Smith was a young principal at a promising elementary school in San Jose who
recognized the impact that empowered teachers and engaged parents can have on student
success.

Rocketship Mateo Sheedy Elementary opened soon after and our students quickly showed strong
results in academic achievement. As more families joined the waiting list, we realized the need for
even more high quality schools in the San Jose community, and beyond. Parent demand and parent
organizing has played a strong role in opening new Rocketship schools all across the country.

Today, Rocketship Public Schools is a non-profit organization that operates all Rocketship schools
and is governed by a Board of Directors. There are thirteen Rocketship schools in California,
including San Jose, Redwood City, Antioch, and Concord; two in Nashville; two in Milwaukee; and
two in Washington, DC.
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OUR MISSION

Our mission at Rocketship Public Schools is to eliminate the achievement gap by graduating all
students at or above grade level in reading and math. All Rocketeers will learn to take initiative, be
respectful, be responsible, show empathy, and be persistent in attaining excellence.

The purpose of schooling is for all students to learn to use their minds and hearts well. Students
learn best in schools where they are known well, where expectations are high, support is strong,
and where their voices and their parents’ voices are valued. The mission of Rocketship Futuro
Academy is to recognize all of these values and ensure that the students are empowered to learn,
lead, and be positive and productive members of their community.

At Rocketship, our goals include the following:

6 Students will develop a deep love of learning.
0 Rocketship will provide parents with a path for their children to take in order to have the
best chance to attend a four-year college.
6 Rocketship will encourage our alumni to become leaders in their community.
OUR MODEL

Our model is based on the following three core pillars:

1. Excellent teachers and leaders create transformational schools. Rocketship invests
deeply in training and development to ensure teachers and leaders have a profound
impact on students and communities.

2. Every child has a unique set of needs. Rocketship meets these needs by customizing each
child’s schedule with a combination of traditional instruction, technology and tutoring.

3. Engaged parents are essential in eliminating the achievement gap. Rocketship develops
parent leaders in our schools and communities to become powerful advocates for their
children.

CONTACT INFORMATION

SCHOOLSITES

Rocketship Futuro Academy Phone: 925 246 5537
2351 OliveraRD. Concord, CA 94520
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Kim Brown - Principal -443-370-6377
kbrown@rsed.org

Vicky Escruceria - Office Manager - 925 326 1401
vescruceria@rsed.org

If your call is sent to voicemalil, please leave a message and we will return your call within 24 hours.

WEBSITES

Rocketship Public Schools’ website is rsed.org. Here, you can find general information about
Rocketship, including our educational model, our management team, and other schools in our
network.

Rocketship Futuro Academy website is
https://www.rocketshipschools.org/schools/futuro-academy/. Here you can find school staff
contact information; parent resources, including an electronic version of this Handbook; school
calendars; and other informational materials about the school.
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ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT

Rocketship Futuro Academy is a charter school. Charter schools run independently of local school
districts, but they must be approved by a local school board to open.

Charter schools are public schools that are tuition-free and open to any student who wishes to
attend. They allow parents, organizations, and communities to restore, reinvent, and re-energize
our public school system.

Rocketship will not administer any test or assessment to students prior to acceptance and
enrollment into Rocketship. Rocketship will not limit enrollment on the basis of a student’s race,
color, religion, national origin, language spoken, intellectual or athletic ability, measures of

achievement or aptitude, or status as a student with special needs.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s full Admissions and Enroliment Policy.
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CALENDAR AND ATTENDANCE

SCHOOL SCHEDULE

TK Schedule
Regular Day Schedule: 8:00 a.m. to 2:15 pm.

Kindergarten and Grades 1-5 Schedule
Regular Day Schedule: 8:00 a.m. to 3:35 p.m.
Fridays is Virtual school

After-school programming may be available for some students. Information on afterschool
opportunities will be shared with families over the summer and at the beginning of the school year.

LAUNCH

Each Rocketship campus begins the school day with Launch, which is a period of time for the whole
school to come together and talk about a school-wide focus. During Launch, the school may also
promote a particular successful student habit, teach a new school management system, discuss
progress toward achievement goals, and foster school culture and pride. The whole school,
including the staff, may also learn a song or a dance together or celebrate a particular student or
classroom’s recent accomplishment.

OFFICE HOURS

Our front office opens 30 minutes before the start of school and closes 30 minutes after the end of
the instructional day.

Regular Day: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm

The front office is closed on the days when students do not have school. These include holidays,
staff professional development days, parent conference days, winter vacation, and spring break.

ATTENDANCE AND TRUANCY

Tardiness and absences can be detrimental to a student’s academic and social progress.
Rocketship makes every effort to ensure that students are on time and present every school day.
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Students will be marked late if they arrive within the first 30 minutes of the school day. Students
will be marked tardy if they arrive more than 30 minutes late. Tardy students are missing
significant portions of the school day. Repeat tardies can lead to serious truancy consequences.

Rocketship must receive proper documentation within three days of the student’s return or the
absence/tardy will be considered unexcused. Students who are chronically absent or truant may
become subject to consequences, including (but not limited to) interventions and loss of field trip
or other privileges.

Please note that any student who participates in a Rocketship distance learning program, as
arranged by the school, will be required to attend all components of that program in the manner
designated by the school and will incur unexcused absences if they do not adhere to the
distance learning attendance requirements.

Note that under certain circumstances, independent studies may be available for students who
are not able to physically be present in the classroom for a period of time during the academic
year. An independent study is an alternative education program designed to teach the knowledge
and skills of the core curriculum. Families wishing to enter into an independent study arrangement
must first complete all required documentation and be approved by the school Principal. If you are
interested in pursuing an Independent Study at any time during the school year, please contact the
school Principal to obtain more information about the requirements.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Attendance and Truancy Policy

SCHOOL CANCELLATION, LATE START, AND EARLY DISMISSAL

On rare occasions, Rocketship may decide to alter the regular schedule of the school day by
closing school for a day, starting the school day late, or releasing students early at one or several
campuses due to snow, rain, severe weather, natural disasters, or other emergency conditions.
Rocketship recognizes that closing school or shortening the instructional day is disruptive for
students, staff, and families and will only make this decision when it is necessary for the safety of
our school community. Whenever possible, Rocketship will provide families and staff with advance
notice of the decision or possible decision to shorten the instructional day or close school.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s full School Closure Policy.

COMMUNICATION

This year, all Rocketship schools will be using a system called Alert Solutions to send messages to
families. These messages may include information about upcoming school events, emergency
notifications, attendance issues, or other things that the school feels are important for families to

Pg. 11



be aware of. The messages will be sent via text message, email. or phone calls using the contact
information that you provide upon registration. Please contact your child's school if you wish to
opt out of receiving such communications.
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CAMPUS OPERATIONS AND SECURITY

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

Transportation

All parents/guardians are responsible for securing the transportation for their child to and from
school. In addition, parents must provide contact information for any person authorized to pick up
their student. Parents/guardians must inform the front office if a child has permission to walk
home.

Drop-Off
Students may be dropped off as early as 7:15AM.

Please drive your student to school, enter the parking lot from the north side of Olivera RD near
the freeway. As you drive into the parking lot, stay in your car until a staff member arrives to let
your student out of the car after taking his/her temperature and asking you some health
guestions.

If your child is dropped off late (after 8:15 AM) they MUST go to the front office first and get a
pass from the Office Manager before heading to Launch or class. Students will be marked late in
our records if he/she arrives after 8:15 AM

If your child arrives 30 minutes after the start of school, your child will be marked tardy. If your
child is marked tardy, you may be subject to disciplinary procedures for tardy students. Please see
the Attendance and Truancy Policy in this document for more details.

Pick-Up
If you need to pick up your child before 3:35 PM for an appointment or any other reason, you will
need to park and go to the office to sign your student out in the system.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTERING CAMPUS DURING DISMISSAL

There will not be parents on campus during dismissal for the 20-21 school year. You should arrive
by car and wait for a staff member to check your dismissal card (Walker/Rider Card). Your student
will arrive shortly.

Pg. 13



Walker/Rider Cards

At the beginning of the school year, parents/guardians are given a Walker/Rider Card with the
student’s name, grade, and homeroom. During dismissal, the child’s parent/guardian (or other
authorized individual) must present this card to school staff to pick up the child. If you lose your
Walker/Rider Card, authorized individuals will be required to show ID in the front office to obtain
atemporary pick pass.

Reminders to Parents/Guardians for Arrival and Dismissal

6 Do not conference with teachers or school leaders during arrival and dismissal time; make
an appointment instead.

6 Do not let your child out on the sidewalk outside or near our campus. YOU MUST enter
our campus and let your child out in the designated drop-off zone.
6 Display your Walker/Rider card when picking up your child.
0 Please remember to leave adequate space between cars to avoid collision
0 Please DO NOT talk or text on your phone during this time. We need to be able to
communicate with you for the safety of the children.
STUDENT RELEASE

Rocketship will make every effort to ensure that all students get home safely when they leave
school each day.

At the beginning of the year, parents/guardians must complete a Walker/Rider Card that they
must display when picking up their child (described above). Parents/guardians must also complete
an Emergency Contact Card that includes the names of individuals to be contacted in case of an
emergency if attempts to contact the parent/guardian fail.

Parents/guardians may authorize Rocketship to release their child to a relative who is a minor
(between the ages of 14-18 years old) by completing the Authorization to Pick Up form and a
Release to Minor waiver form. A duplicate Dismissal Card with printed authorization for the
release to the minor relative must be printed for the minor relative, and the minor relative must

bring this authorization each day they will pick up the Rocketeer.

Please see the Appendix for a full copy of Rocketship’s Student Release Policy.

LATE PICK-UP

Rocketship’s goal is to dismiss our students safely, efficiently, and responsibly. We understand
that occasional family emergencies may cause a child to be picked up late from school, but
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consistently failing to pick up students on time is costly to the school, burdensome to the school
staff, and disruptive to students’ daily routines.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Late Pick-Up Policy.
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CAMPUS ACCESS AND VISITORS

At Rocketship, we strive to create campuses that are welcoming to families, volunteers, and
community members while maintaining a safe and secure environment for students and staff.

At all times during the school day, the front office to each Rocketship campus will be manned by a
Rocketship staff member. All visitors must sign in at the front office immediately upon arriving on
campus and sign out before leaving.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Campus Access and Visitor Policy.

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE

Video surveillance may be used at Rocketship campuses where deemed necessary. The use of
video surveillance at our schools is solely for the purposes of controlling theft, ensuring the safety
of Rocketship students and staff, and facilitating the identification of individuals who behave in a
disruptive manner or commit a crime. Rocketship will abide by all state laws regarding electronic
recording.

Rocketship requests that other than during school events (such as school plays, graduation, and
other events open to the Rocketship community) parents and other visitors to campus refrain
from taking photographs and or making audio/video recordings of students and staff without first
obtaining written consent from the parent of the student. Such photography and audio recording
is intrusive and may be in violation of state privacy laws.

FAMILY CUSTODY

Rocketship will make every effort to ensure compliance, on the part of school staff as well as
parents/guardians, with legal custody arrangements. Updated Court Orders should be provided to
the Office Manager as soon as possible. All documentation provided to the school will be kept
confidential and will only be accessed by members of the staff when necessary. Rocketship does
not have the right to limit the rights of a parent of a Rocketship student without a Court Order.
If one parent does not wish to allow the other parent/guardian the right to remove the child from
school or visit the child in school, Rocketship must be provided with a Court Order limiting the
other parent’s rights.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s full Family Custody Policy.
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VOLUNTEER CLEARANCE

Because Rocketship is deeply committed to ensuring the safety of all students, any parent,
guardian, or family member who chooses to volunteer on- or off-campus at Rocketship-sponsored
events must apply to become a volunteer and undergo any necessary background check
procedures required for the volunteer position. Volunteers must also sign the Volunteer Code of
Conduct.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Volunteer Clearance Policy.

FIELD TRIPS

Field trips are off-campus excursions designed by Rocketship staff to supplement the curriculum
and to provide enrichment experiences for students. We value these enrichment opportunities
and strive to ensure that these experiences are safe, organized, and efficient from beginning to
end. When applicable, parents who wish to chaperone a field trip must comply with all of
Rocketship’s volunteer clearance and transportation requirements.

It is important to note that chaperones may not bring along other children (i.e. siblings of students
attending the field trip) without advance permission from the supervising principal or assistant
principal. Additionally, parents who serve as chaperones on field trips are expected to use the
same transportation to and from the field trip as the class that they are chaperoning.

Please see the Appendix for a full copy of Rocketship’s Field Trip Policy, which includes additional
guidelines for chaperones.
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SCHOOL MEALS

Free and Reduced Lunch Forms

Rocketship participates in the National School Lunch Program. All families must either fill out and
submit a federal free/reduced lunch (FRL) application or indicate that they do not wish to submit
an FRL application during Mandatory Registration Day, the summer before school starts. Families
that qualify will get free/reduced pricing for lunch provided by the school after their application
has been processed. All families are encouraged to complete the application formin order to
include as many eligible students as possible.

If a family submits an FRL form late (after Mandatory Registration Day), benefits will take place
once the application is processed. Forms are typically processed within 5-10 days after they are
submitted. Families will have to pay full price for any meals eaten before the reduced price or free
meal benefit takes effect.

Paying for School Lunch

Our school lunch program is supported by Rocketship funds, government reimbursement, and
payment from parents. We need parents to pay what they owe for student meals in advance in
order to keep this program running.

If a student is going to eat a lunch provided by the school, parents will need to pre-order and
pre-pay for these meals. Parents will receive information on how to pre-pay and pre-order over
the summer. Credit/debit card is our preferred form of payment.

Families will be charged according to their FRL status. (“Paid” families will pay full price for their
lunches; “reduced” families will pay a reduced rate for lunches; “free” families will not need to pay
for lunch).

Even if you think your child will not eat school lunch, please pre-pay some amount to cover the
cost of incidental meals. At the end of the year, you can be refunded whatever is left in your child’s
account.

Please see the Appendix for a full copy of Rocketshipis Meal Policy. If you have questions or concerns
about lunch billing at your childis school, reach out to the Business Operations Manager.

Breakfast

Our school participates in universal breakfast, meaning that every student present at school will
receive a meal. Studies have shown that students who eat breakfast have more energy, do better

Pg. 18



in school, and eat healthier throughout the day. Students are not required to eat the breakfast
provided by the school.

Food Allergies

If your child has a known food allergy or dietary restriction, parents/guardians should let school
staff know. In some cases, it may be possible to accommodate a child’s dietary needs in Rocketship
lunch orders, but a doctor’s note will be required. Parents/guardians should work with the school’s
Business Operations Manager to make arrangements.

Under California law, schools are required to stock emergency epinephrine to be used by trained
personnel on anyone suffering or reasonably believed to be suffering from an anaphylactic
reaction. For more information, please see the Appendix for Rocketship’s Medication
Administration Policy.

Food Brought From Home

Rocketship partners with our local food vendor to provide our Rocketeers a healthy lunch every
day. Students are allowed to bring their own food from home for lunch or snack, but junk food is
not allowed on campus.

Foods that are NOT ALLOWED (and may be confiscated):

0 Chips (unless included in a complete lunch, i.e. along with a sandwich, fruits, vegetables,

etc.)
6 Cookies
6 Gum
6 Candy
6 FastFood
6 Soda
0 Peanuts are NOT allowed on campus

Foods that are encouraged:

6 Salads

6 Carrots

06 Celery Sticks

0 Appleslices and peanut butter
0 Fresh fruits and vegetables

6 Whole Grains

0 Healthy snack packs

Birthday Celebrations:
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We understand how important birthdays are for most of our students. We all want to celebrate

and make our Rocketeers birthday feel special. We must not forget their academics have to come
first.

Here are afew rules in regards to celebrating birthdays:
1. You must give teachers AT LEAST 48 HOUR notice
2. Celebrations have to be done Virtually for the school year 20-21
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ACADEMICS

CURRICULUM

Students will be exposed to a well-rounded curriculum that includes reading, writing, English
language development, mathematics, science and technology, and social studies. Students will also
take Physical Education and enrichment courses in areas such as art, music, theater, or gardening.

The Rocketship curriculum follows all required state performance standards for what students
should know and be able to do at each grade level. This includes the Common Core State
Standards for English/Language Arts, English Language Development, and Mathematics.
Teachers will use regular assessments to measure how well students are progressing toward
mastery. Rocketship shall annually administer required state testing to the applicable grades (e.g.,
the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress.) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, a parent’s or guardian’s written request to school officials to excuse his or her
child from any or all parts of the state assessments shall be granted.

We use knowledge about student skills to shape whole class instruction, small group work, and
small group tutoring. Using individual student data, instruction can be targeted to better meet
individual student needs.

Teachers will give students and parents ongoing feedback about student performance. Teachers
will often send work home for parents/guardians to sign, and teachers will contact
parents/guardians if they see a significant slip in academic performance or a special skill that
needs extra practice at school and home. Parents/guardians will also regularly receive progress
reports and report cards. You should feel free to contact any of your child’s teachers regarding
his/her progress at any time.

STUDENT TECHNOLOGY

Each Rocketship Public School student will be assigned a chromebook for school work. . Parents
must sign Rocketship’s technology agreement ahead of receiving technology stating that they
understand that the Chromebook is property of Rocketship and they agree to be responsible
stewards. Families are responsible for keeping their chromebook intact and working while in their
care. Students are required to return the chromebook at the end of the school year.
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HOMEWORK

Parents and students should expect homework each weekday. Homework is meant to provide an
opportunity for students to practice skills learned during the school day and reinforce new skills.

Homework will largely be assigned virtually this year, in addition to reading daily. Teachers will
follow up directly with families of students that are struggling to complete homework consistently.
If it continues to be a problem a school leader will hold a mandatory follow up meeting.

RETENTION, ACCELERATION, AND PROMOTION

Rocketship’s instructional model is organized so that each student’s learning plan is individualized
in order to account for individual differences and promote academic and social growth. schools
will typically allow students to progress to the next grade. Furthermore, we believe that retention
should only be used in rare and exceptional circumstances, when the student’s family is given
notice well in advance and is fully in support of the retention decision.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Retention and Acceleration Policy.

CHILD FIND ACTIVITIES

Rocketship Public Schools is required to locate, identify, and evaluate all children with disabilities,
including children with disabilities attending private schools in the school district, and homeless
children. The process of locating, identifying, and evaluating children with disabilities is known as
child find. Rocketship has systems in place that assist the school in determining whether a student
may have a disability.

Please see the Appendix for a full explanation of Rocketship’s Child Find Policy.
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BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS AND DISCIPLINE

ROCKETEER CODE OF CONDUCT

Safety, order, and student discipline are fundamental to learning at Rocketship. Rocketship
expects all students to behave in a way that fosters a safe and welcoming environment for other
students, Rocketship staff, and community members.

The Rocketship Code of Conduct includes the following non-negotiable expectations for our
Rocketeers:

Adherence to the Rocketship Commitment to Excellence

Adherence to the Rocketship Five Core Values: Respect, Responsibility, Persistence,
Empathy, and Purpose

0 Adherence to the Rocketship Creed:

O« O«

I am a Rocketship Rocketeer
At home, at school, and in my community
I am respectful of myself, my neighbors, and the environment
I am responsible for my learning and actions
| have empathy for our world
| celebrate our similarities and differences
And | am persistent in attaining excellence
Together we are all rocketship rocketeers!

STUDENT DISCIPLINE

Rocketship promotes positive behavior at school and aims to create learning environments that
are more consistent, predictable, positive and safe. We clearly define behavioral expectations and
consequences, create systems for recognizing and reinforcing positive behaviors, and provide our
students with social-emotional learning.

Students will be subject to disciplinary action if they engage in prohibited conduct while on school
property, when attending any school-sponsored activity or while in transit going to or coming from
a Rocketship campus. Students may also be subject to disciplinary action for off-campus behavior
if it creates a substantial disruption to the school environment or interferes with another student’s
ability to participate in the school program.
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Rocketship classrooms also use a variety of management systems to address behavioral issues.
These may include color-coded card chart systems and other tiered consequences.

If students do not respond to our positive behavior supports or classroom management systemes,
Rocketship may take alternative in-school disciplinary action.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Student Discipline Policy.

SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION

We believe that our students are best served when they are present at school every day.
However, we recognize that situations may occur when a student commits a behavioral offense
that is so severe that the student may become subject to suspension or expulsion.

A student may be disciplined, suspended or expelled for prohibited misconduct if the act is related
to school activity or school attendance occurring at a Rocketship school or at any other school or a
school-sponsored event at any time including but not limited to: while on school grounds; while
going to or coming from school; during the lunch period, whether on or off the school campus; and
during, going to, or coming from a school-sponsored activity. Students may also be subject to
disciplinary action for off-campus behavior if it creates a substantial disruption to the school
environment or interferes with another student’s ability to participate in the school program.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Suspension and Expulsion Policy.

BULLYING PREVENTION

Bullying has a harmful social, physical, psychological and academic impact on bullies, victims and
bystanders. Bullying at Rocketship is strictly prohibited and will not be tolerated. “Bullying”
includes discrimination; harassment; intimidation; and bullying based on disability, gender, gender
identity, gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, or perceived characteristics. In
addition, Rocketship prohibits retaliation against people who report incidents of bullying.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Discrimination, Harassment, Intimidiation,
Bullying and Title IX Policy.

STUDENT DRESS CODE

Student uniforms help minimize disruption during the school day, promote respect for oneself and
others, and foster school/community spirit.
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All students are expected to wear the Rocketship uniform to school every day. The Rocketship
uniform consists of a khaki bottom (pants, shorts, dress, skirt, or skorts) and dark purple collared
shirt.. Sweaters & Jackets must be black or purple if they must wear it in school building. Shirts
must be tucked in at all times, which Rocketship considers being “dressed for success.”

Students should also wear closed toe shoes. Sandals are not considered to be safe or appropriate
for school.

The following are considered to be dress code violations and are NOT permitted on any
Rocketship campus:

0 Dresses and shorts which are shorter than mid-thigh

O Spaghettistraps (smaller than two inches, or the width of a credit card)

0 Tank tops (including white, ribbed undershirts)

0 Clothing or accessories that are sexually provocative

6 Clothing or accessories that identify a student with non-school clubs, profanity, obscenity,
references to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gangs (red or blue color) or prison culture name
insignia

06 Attire with writing that degrades individuals or groups Body piercings that create a safety
hazard are not acceptable; moderate sized earrings are acceptable

6 Platform shoes or high heels over 2.5 inches high

0 Underwear or undergarments that are visible

0 Tops that show the midriff area

6 Pantsthat sag around the waist

0 Intentionally torn pants or jeans

6 Untied shoelaces

0 Bandanas, hairnets, headbands, doo rags, and non-Marshall hats (also includes beanies,

baseball caps, etc.)
Sunglasses or Marshall hats may not be worn in the building, but may be worn outside to
protect from the sun

In addition, Rocketship may contact the student’s parent/guardian to discuss the dress code
violation.
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PERSONAL BELONGINGS

Students are not allowed to have the following items at school:

6 Gum 6 Chips, candy, or other junk food

0 Soda 6 Hats

6 Cell Phones 6 Anyillegal substance

6 Weapons and toy weapons 0 Toys, stuffed animals, dolls or marbles

6 Gameboys & any other electronic toys 6 Personal electronic devices (i.e. iPad, iPod,

(@]

Matches or any flammable item mp3 player)
No Pokemon cards or items

TELEPHONE USE

Students may not use cell phones or other personal electronic devices during school. Cell phones
must be kept in the front office. Students may not use any school phone without permission from a
teacher. Students will only be allowed to use the school phone in case of emergency or to inform a
parent/ guardian regarding a specific need. A teacher must dial the number for students. Students
who use a phone without permission from a teacher will be subject to disciplinary procedures.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION

Rocketship is committed to supporting the health of its students and meeting the needs of
students with medical conditions, in compliance with state laws and regulations.

Before medication can be kept or administered at Rocketship, a student’s parent/guardian must
complete and submit a medication authorization form. Parents/guardians should contact the
Office Manager for a copy of this form. Rocketship staff will administer all medication in
accordance with state law.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Medication Administration Policy.

IMMUNIZATIONS

To ensure a safe learning environment for all students, Rocketship follows and abides by the
health standards set forth by the State of California. Students will not attend school until all
required records have been received. The immunization status of all students will be reviewed
periodically. Those students who do not meet California’s guidelines may be excluded from school
until the requirements are met. Students who have been exposed to a communicable disease for
which they have not been immunized may be excluded from school at the discretion of the School.

The California Department of Health requires that all students receive the following
immunizations:

6 Polio

0 Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis (DTaP, DTP, or DT)
0 Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)

0 HepatitisB

o6 Varicella (chicken pox)

Vaccinations must be administered according to the schedules and doses required by Department
of Health guidelines.

A student who lacks documentation of having received all required vaccine doses may be admitted
conditionally if he/she has commenced receiving doses, is not currently due for any doses at the
time of admission, and the parent/guardian is notified of the date by which the student must
complete all the required immunizations. A student may also be granted conditional admission if
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he/she has obtained a valid temporary medical exemption and the parent/guardian is notified of
the date by which the student must complete all the required immunizations once the temporary
medical exemption terminates.

Under California law, a student will be exempt from the immunization requirements if the
parent/guardian files a written statement by a licensed physician stating that the child’s physical
condition renders immunization unsafe. The statement will indicate the specific nature and
probable duration of the medical condition or circumstances for which the physician does not
recommend immunization.

Under a new California law, Rocketship will no longer accept exemptions related to personal beliefs
against immunization. Students who have a letter or affidavit on file as of January 1, 2016, stating
beliefs against immunization, will be allowed to remain enrolled until the student enrolls in the
next grade span. For the purposes of this policy, “grade spans” are as follows: (1) birth to
preschool; (2) kindergarten and grades 1-6, inclusive, including TK; (3) grades 7-12, inclusive.

HEALTH EXAMINATIONS AND SCREENINGS

In accordance with California law, Rocketship requires students to undergo various health
examinations and screenings prior to entering or during their time at school.

Health Certificate

All students must provide a certificate approved by the California Department of Health Services
documenting that within the prior 18 months, the child has received the appropriate health
screening and evaluation services as provided by CA Health and Safety Code § 124040.

Hearing, Dental, and Vision Screenings
In accordance with California law, Rocketship will provide for hearing and vision tests for all
students enrolled in its California schools upon initial enrollment and at least every three years
thereafter. Our district is partnered with Healthier Kids Foundation to:

a. provide health screenings (hearing, dental, and vision);

b. connect parents to appropriate preventative and intervention health services based on the

outcome of their child’s screening result;
c. assist parents with enrolling their children into health coverage as needed;
d. and provide classes that offer the education and tools to live a healthier lifestyle.

A parent/guardian may file a statement, signed and in writing, with the school Principal stating
that he/she will not consent to a screening. The student will then be exempt, but Rocketship will
inform the parent/guardian if the school suspects a vision or hearing problem based on
observation of appearance, behavior, or complaints of the student.
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Vision Screenings

Healthier Kids Foundation uses a digital photo optic scan camera to screen children for
undetected vision issues. If the screening indicates a potential vision issue, a Healthier Kids
Foundation staff member will be assigned to help you. This staff member will walk you through
your child’s vision screening results in your preferred language and will assist you with using your
child’s insurance to receive vision care.

Dental Screenings

Healthier Kids Foundation uses licensed dentists to screen children for undetected dental issues
and recommend follow-up care. If the screening indicates a dental concern, a Healthier Kids
Foundation staff member will be assigned to help you. This staff member will walk you through
your child’s dental screening result in your preferred language and will assist you with using your
child’s insurance to receive appropriate treatment.

Hearing Screenings

Healthier Kids Foundation uses the AuDX Pro OAE screening device to screen children for
undetected hearing issues. It is a similar system to the one used to screen your child’s hearing at
birth. If the screening indicates a potential hearing issue, a Healthier Kids Foundation staff
member will be assigned to help you. This staff member will walk you through your child’s hearing
screening result in your preferred language and will assist you with using your child’s insurance to
receive care.

For more information about Healthier Kids Foundation, please visit www.hkidsf.org or call
408-564-5114.

HEAD LICE

If student is suspected of having head lice (i.e. constant itching or tickling feeling in the hair), the
school nurse or other trained school employee may examine the hair of the suspected student for
lice or nits (lice eggs). In certain circumstances, the employee may also examine other members of
that student’s household. If a student is positive for live head lice, the student is to be sent home at
the end of the school day with information to the parents regarding treatment and control
measures.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Head Lice Policy.

EMERGENCY CONTACT CARDS

Over the summer, parent/guardians complete and submit an Emergency Contact/Authorization to
Pick-Up Card. This card is kept on file at the school in the Front Office. This card contains the
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names and phone numbers of individuals who can be contacted if a child has an emergency and the
child’s parent/guardian cannot be reached.

SAFETY PLANS

Safety is our first priority. To make sure our staff and students know what to do in case of an
emergency, we follow a rigorous calendar of staff trainings, safety team meetings, campus
walkthroughs, and safety drills. Every school is equipped with a detailed Health and Safety Plan
that contains our emergency response plans, including plans for earthquakes, fire, severe weather,
and lockdowns.

Primary and Secondary Evacuation Sites
Our school has two evacuation sites. Our primary evacuation site is the soccer field. We will use
this evacuation site when it is safe to remain on campus.

Our secondary evacuation site is located off campus (see map below). If there is a disaster at the
school site or the campus is unsafe for some reason, we will evacuate to this site. During an
emergency dismissal, we may ask parents to meet us at this secondary evacuation site. Please be familiar
with this location so you know where to go in case of an emergency dismissal.

o
9
Rer

Sun Terrace Apartments
]

&

V‘r;lcugié)&mh

Churchof Coneolitpp

Glenbrook ¢y
Middle School Y. Orthodox Church
Rocketship
Rocketshipo Futuro Academy
Futuro Academy

Emergencies

In order for us to keep our campus safe during an emergency, we need our families to understand
the following:

0 Intheevent of an emergency, we will share information with families via our automated
calling system. Please make sure your updated contact information is in our system.

If there is an incident on or near our campus, please stay at home and wait for instructions
from our school leaders. We need the public to stay away while we secure our campus and

account for all students. When it is safe to come to the school, you will be contacted.

O«
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After an emergency incident, we may need to change the way we dismiss students. You
may be asked to present a photo ID in addition to your child’s Walker/Rider card. Please
wait for instructions from school leaders before coming to campus.

If the school campus is not safe, we may need to dismiss students from our secondary
(off-campus) evacuation sites. It is important that you know where this secondary
evacuation site is located (see above).
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WEAPONS AND FIREARMS

Rocketship Public Schools prohibits any weapons, imitation firearms or dangerous objects of any
kind in school buildings, on school grounds, or at off campus school-related or school sponsored
activities.

DRUGS, ALCOHOL, AND TOBACCO

Rocketship Public Schools is committed to maintaining campuses free of alcohol, smoke, and
illegal drugs. Do not smoke on campus and do not bring alcohol or illegal substances of any kind to
our school. If a student is found in possession of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products, he/she will be
subject to discipline and possible suspension or expulsion under Rocketship’s discipline policies.

INTERNET SAFETY

Rocketship uses advanced education technology to support personalized instruction for all
students. Rocketship adheres to the federal requirements and guidelines set forth in the
Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA).

Rocketship’s Internet system is limited to educational purposes. Acceptable activities include
classroom activities and high-quality research. Rocketship computers are not to be used for
entertainment purposes unless specifically authorized by a staff member in accordance with this

policy.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Internet Safety Policy.

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

All school personnel are mandated reporters of suspected abuse and/or neglect. Under California
law, mandated reporters must file a report when they have a “reasonable suspicion” of any of the
following: physical abuse, sexual abuse (including both sexual assault and sexual exploitation),
willful cruelty or unjustified punishment, unlawful corporal punishment or injury, and neglect
(including both acts and omissions).

No one in the workplace, even a supervisor, is permitted to suppress, change, or edit a report of

abuse. A mandated reporter who fails to report suspected incidents of child abuse or neglect is
subject to punishment under California law.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT

ROCKETSHIP’'S COMMITMENT

Rocketship Commitment g At Rocketship, we fully commit to our families and students in the
following ways:

O¢ O« O¢ O¢ O« O

We will create a safe place to learn.

We will respect the background, culture, and individuality of each child.

We will communicate regularly with you about your child’s progress and special needs.
We will hold high expectations for all students.

We will work hard to help your child feel successful and increase their sense of self-worth.
We will provide your child with the academic base and moral compass they need to be
successful through college and the rest of their lives.

We will provide support to you and your child as you determine the best educational path
upon graduating from Rocketship.

PARENTS’/GUARDIANS' COMMITMENT

Parentst/Guardianst Commitment- We fully commit to Rocketship in the following ways:

~
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We will always help our child in the best way we know how, and we will do whatever it
takes for him/her to learn and prepare for college and life by supporting him/her and
encouraging him/her to adhere to his/her “commitment to excellence.”

We will make sure our child arrives at school on time every school day.

We will make arrangements so our child can remain at school until the end of the school
day each day and be picked up when school ends.

We will follow all arrival and dismissal regulations and parking procedures.

We will make sure our child follows the Rocketship dress code.

We will ensure that our child is reading or being read to every night.

We will check our child’s homework every night, sign his/her agenda, and we will carefully
read and sign (if requested) all the papers our school sends home to us.

We will meet regularly with teachers to discuss our child’s progress and support their work
to help our child excel.

We will participate in as many school activities including parent/family meetings,
exhibition nights, community meetings, open house nights, conferences, etc. as reasonably
possible.

We will strive to contribute as many partnership hours to the school community as
reasonably possible.

We, not the school, are responsible for the behavior of our child.
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PARENT PARTNERSHIP

Engaged parents are a core pillar of Rocketship’s model and critical to our Rocketeers and their
long-term success. By actively being included and involved in our schools and their Rocketeers’
learning, parents become integrated into the fabric of the school community. An active
partnership between families and Rocketship faculty and staff benefits our Rocketeers as they see
their parents on campus, and families as they gain a deeper understanding of Rocketship’s model
and are positioned to reinforce Rocketship’s core values at home.

Rocketship asks that families participate in 30 Parent Partnership Hours each year per family by

supporting or participating in various school activities. Participating in Parent Partnership Hours
is encouraged, but NOT required. If families do not realize 30 Parent Partnership Hours annually,
there is no consequence or penalty.

Please see the Appendix for a copy of Rocketship’s Parent Partnership Policy.

HOME VISITS

Studies have shown that meaningful parental involvement in the education of their children can
have dramatic effects on student achievement. Home visits help parents and teachers come
together as equal partners to form a trusting relationship centered on student learning, establish
goals for the individual child and the parent-teacher relationship, and invest families in the
Rocketship community.

Each Rocketship student will receive a home visit from their core classroom teachers during the
beginning of each school year. Teachers will reach out to families to schedule the home visit in
advance. Home visits typically last for about one hour.

What happens during home visits may vary according to both parent and teacher preference, but
typically home visits include:

0 Collaborative academic and personal goal-setting for the student

0 Discussion of the student’s (and the family’s) hopes and dreams

06 Discussion of the student’s interests both inside and outside of the classroom

06 Discussion about communication preferences during the school year

0 Explanation about Rocketship’s policies and procedures that parents have questions about
06 Talking about the history of Rocketship and the mission of the network and school

6 Conversations about why the family chose Rocketship, how long they have lived in their

community, etc.
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Invitation to an upcoming event at the school (i.e. Back to School Night, community
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meeting)
6 Conversation about the teacher’s background

Home visits may also include a tour of the house, including the space where the child will do
homework; a performance by the student; a shared meal; and show-and-tell of an artifact that is
important to the student (i.e. a photo, trophy, favorite shirt).

PARENT OPPORTUNITIES ON CAMPUS

We provide many different opportunities for you to stay involved with your child’s education.
These include (but are not limited to):

0 Mandatory Registration Day. Before school begins each year, parents will receive an
invitation to a Mandatory Registration Day. All parents must attend this event.

0 Conferences. A parent/guardian must attend conferences to meet with teachers to go
over student’s progress report and/or report card.

6 Exhibition Nights. All parents/guardians should attend the scheduled Exhibition Nights. If
you cannot attend, a family representative can attend in your place. During these
meetings, parents have the opportunity to see student presentations and discover what
their child has learned for the past 9-12 weeks.

6 Community Meetings. All parents/guardians are invited and strongly encouraged to
attend the scheduled Community Meetings. These meetings will help you stay informed
regarding your school procedures and policies and become actively involved in further
developing the school’s mission.

6 Parent/Family Meetings. All parents/guardians are invited and strongly encouraged to
attend the scheduled Parent/Family Meetings to maintain an active role in their child’s
learning. These meetings are open to the entire family and typically take place on the
weekends or on a weeknight.

06 Leadership groups at the school. This may include a Parent Leadership group, a School Site
Council, or other parent groups organized at the school.
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NOTIFICATIONS OF RIGHTS AND ASSURANCES

PUPIL RECORDS

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (‘FERPA”) affords parents and students who are 18
years of age or older (“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education
records.

Please see the Appendix for a full copy of the FERPA policy.

EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN

The McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act (“the McKinney-Vento Act”) is a federal law that
ensures educational rights and protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness. (42
U.S.C.11431 et seq.)

Please see the Appendix for Rocketship’s full policy, written in compliance with the requirements
under the McKinney-Vento Act.

COMPLAINT PROCESS

Rocketship Public Schools is the local agency primarily responsible for compliance with federal
and state laws and regulations governing educational programs. Pursuant to this policy, persons
responsible for conducting investigations shall be knowledgeable about the laws and programs
which they are assigned to investigate.

Please see the Appendix for a full copy of Rocketship’s Complaint Policy.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

Rocketship does not discriminate against any student or employee on the basis of actual or
perceived disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity,
religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that is contained in the definition of hate
crimes in the California Penal Code.
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Rocketship adheres to all provisions of federal law related to students with disabilities, including,
but not limited to, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title |l of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”), and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act
of 2004.

Rocketship is committed to providing a work and educational atmosphere that is free of unlawful
harassment under Title IX (sex), Title VI (race, color, or national origin), and Section 504 and Title I
of the ADA. Rocketship prohibits sexual harassment and harassment based upon pregnancy,
childbirth or related medical conditions, race, religion, creed, color, gender, gender identity,
gender expression, national origin or ancestry, physical or mental disability, medical condition,
marital status, age, sexual orientation, or any other basis protected by federal, state, local law,
ordinance or regulation. Rocketship does not condone or tolerate harassment of any type,
including bullying, discrimination, or intimidation, by any employee, independent contractor or
other person with which the Rocketship does business, or any other individual, student, or
volunteer. This applies to all employees, students, or volunteers and relationships, regardless of
position or gender. Rocketship will promptly and thoroughly investigate any complaint of
harassment and take appropriate corrective action, if warranted.

SECTION 504

Rocketship recognizes its legal responsibility to ensure that no qualified person with a disability
shall, on the basis of disability, be excluded from participation, be denied the benefits of, or
otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program of Rocketship Public Schools. Any
student who has an objectively identified disability which substantially limits a major life activity,
including, but not limited to learning, is eligible for accommodations by Rocketship. The
parent/guardian of any student suspected of needing or qualifying for accommodations under
Section 504 may make a referral for an evaluation to the school Principal.

A copy of Rocketship’s Section 504 policies and procedures are available upon request.

TITLEI PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parent involvement is one of the three pillars of Rocketship Public Schools. We work directly with
parents, helping them become leaders at home, in the school, and in their communities. Our
commitment to parent engagement is reinforced through our Title | Parent Involvement Policy
and our other school- level parent involvement policies, including our School Site Council and
English Language Advisory Committee policies and our Parent Partnership Policy. The Parent
Involvement Policy was developed in accordance with Education Code §11500 et seq. and AR
6020. Please see the Appendix for a copy of this policy.

Pg. 37



ESSA PARENTS RIGHT TO KNOW

Pursuant to Section 1112(e)(1)(A-B) of the Every Student Succeeds Act, a student’s parent may
request, and Rocketship will provide the parents upon request (and in a timely manner),
information regarding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers,
including at a minimum the following:

0 Whether the teacher has met State qualifications for grade levels and subject areas in
which the teacher provides instruction;

Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other professional status that the
State has waived;

Whether the teacher is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher;
Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and if so their qualifications.
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COPPA

Rocketship schools use several computer software applications and web-based services,
operated not by schools in our network, but by third-party vendors. We use these tools to
provide students with the most effective software and web-based services for learning. In
accordance with the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), Rocketship
consents to the vendors’ collection, use, and disclosure of information obtained directly
from students. Rocketship gives this consent on behalf of parents.

Under COPPA, each software provider or website operator is bound to maintain the
confidentiality of the information collected, and must provide parental notification and
obtain parental consent before collecting personal information from children under the
age of 13. The law permits schools such as ours to consent to the collection of personal
information on behalf of all of its students, thereby eliminating the need for individual
parental consent given directly to the web site operator. For more information on COPPA,
please visit http://www.ftc.gov/privacy/coppafags.shtm.

A complete list of the software and services used by RSED, with the privacy policy for
each, can be found in the appendix and on our network website at:
https://www.rocketshipschools.org/<link to list of programs>.

Upon request from Rocketship, vendors must provide the school a description of the
types of personal information collected; an opportunity to review a child’s personal
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information and/or have the information deleted; and the opportunity to prevent further
use or online collection of a child’s personal information.

Parents retain the right to request review of their child’s personal information and/or
have information deleted. Parents also have the right to opt their child out of
participating in educational activities that involve the collection, use, or disclosure of
personal information collected from their child.
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APPENDIX: SCHOOL POLICIES

ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT POLICY -401.1

Rocketship schools are free, open-enrollment public schools for California children who meet our
age and residence requirements, as further described below. This policy covers our admissions
assurances; procedures for applications, lottery, and wait list; and registration process, including
age and residency requirements.

, Admissions Assurances

AllI RPS schools shall be open enrollment and tuition-free charter public schools and shall admit all
pupils who wish to attend. No test or assessment shall be administered to students prior to
acceptance and enrollment into an RPS school. RPS will comply with all laws establishing
minimum and maximum age for public school attendance in charter schools. Admission, exceptin
the case of a public random drawing, shall not be determined by the place of residence of the pupil
or his or her parent or legal guardian within the state.

Pursuant to Education Code 47605(d), Rocketship shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission
policies, employment practices, and all operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not
discriminate against any student on the basis of the characteristics listed in Education Code
Section 220 (actual or perceived disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality,
race or ethnicity, immigration status, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that is
contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in Section 422.55 of the Penal Code or
association with an individual who has any of the aforementioned characteristics).

Pursuant to Education Code 47605(d)(4), Rocketship shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic
performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the following characteristics: pupils
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or delinquent
pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility
for any free or reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race,
ethnicity, or sexual orientation. Rocketship shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent,
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before enrollment.
Rocketship shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the charter school to disenroll from the
charter school or transfer to another school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic

Pg.40



